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PRESIDENT KOERNER TAKES 
OATH OF OFFICE 


On June 2ist, the newly elected Federal President of 
Austria,” Dr. Theodor Koerner, took the following oath of 
office in the presence of a joint session of both Houses of 
Parliament, in accordance with Article 62 of the Austrian 
Federal Constitution: ‘‘I solemnly promise that I will 
faithfully uphold the Constitution and all the laws of the 
Republic, and do my duty to the best of my knowledge and 
conscience.”’ 

The ceremony of state, which was held in the gaily 
decorated Chamber of the Lower House of Parliament, was 
attended by the members of the Nationalrat and Bundesrat 
(Lower and Upper Houses), sitting in joint session as the 
Federal Assembly, by the Provincial Governors, the Presi- 
dents of the Supreme Courts, the country’s leading offi- 
cials, and, in the gallery, the representatives of the diplo- 
matic corps and the Allied Council. 

Chancellor Figl, who has been acting Federal Presi- 
dent since the death of Dr. Renner, President Kunschak of 
the Nationalrat and Chairman Maedl of the Bundesrat led 
the new Chief of State into the chamber. 

After having taken the oath of office, the new Federal 
President held a brief acceptance speech, in which he 
stated, among others: ‘‘Austria’s desire to be a respected 
member of the world community of free and freedom-loving 
nations will guide my actions. I firmly hope that the day 
may soon come on which the recognition of this genuine 
desire will result in the dissolution of the last chains 
imposed upon us and our freedom. But should the day ever 
come — and may we be spared this fate — when we shall 
be called upon to defend our independence and the internal 
freedom of our Republic, awakened to new life six years 
ago, then I shall be at my post.’’ 

The festive ceremony in the Federal Assembly Chamber 
closed with the singing of the national anthem. After its 
conclusion, the new Chief of State inspected a parade of 
the country’s national security forces on the Ringstrasse. 
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CHANCELLOR LEOPOLD FIGL RE-APPOINTED 





Dr. Leopold Figl 


Represented by its Chancellor and Vice Chancellor, 
the Austrian Federal Government has asked the new Presi- 
dent of Austria to accept its resignation, in order that he 
may avail himself of his constitutional right to appoint a 
new Federal Government. President Koerner thereupon as- 
sured the Government in office, which to his knowledge 
enjoyed the confidence of the Nationalrat (Lower House), 
that he also had full confidence in it, and declared that 
under these circumstances he saw no reason to accept its 
resigaation. 
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On the occasion of this confirmation of his Adminis- 
tration by the Federal President, Dr. Leopold Fig] delivered 
an address to the new Chief Executive in which he said, 
among others: ‘‘Our country, still suffering from the shocks 
of the last war, needs nothing but men who, with full 
knowledge of the problems still to be solved, can with 
their political experience lead the Austrian people on the 
road where they will again attain a state of well-being, 
permanent internal peace and the reacquisition of their 
national sovereignty and freedom. Based on the Democratic 
recognition of the political power relationships prevailing 
in Austria today, this road can only be the one of the moder- 
ate center, a road of sensible compromise, in which not 
only the universal desire for understanding is expressed, 
but also the principle of social justice realized. It is not 
only in our domestic policy that we require strong unity of 
purpose and action among the men vested with political re- 
sponsibility, but in our foreign policy as well. The leading 
principle of this foreign policy for Austria, whose historic 
mission is considerably influenced by her geographic 
position, can consist only in maintaining peaceful and 
friendly relations with all nations. This policy has already 
long deserved to be recognized by the complete restoration 
of our national sovereignty and freedom.’’ In closing, 
Chancellor Figl expressed the wish and hope that under 
the administration of the new Federal President the Aus- 
trian State Treaty would finally be concluded, and that on 
the basis of the thus reacquired national consciousness 
all forces Austria needed for her economic and cultural 
development would be able to deploy themselves freely. 

The new Austrian Government, whose composition re- 
mains unchanged, is composed of the following men: 
Federal Chancellor — Dr. Leopold Figl (People’s Party); 
Vice Chancellor — Dr. Adolf Schaerf (Socialist); Federal 
Minister of Foreign Affairs — Dr. Karl Gruber (People’s 
Party); Federal Minister of the Interior — Oskar Helmer 
(Socialist); Minister of Justice — Dr. Otto Tschadek 
(Socialist); Minister of Social Welfare — Karl Maisel 
(Socialist); Minister of Finance — Dr. Eugen Margaretha 
(People’s Party); Minister of Agriculture and Forestry — 
Josef Kraus (People’s Party); Minister of Trade and Re- 
construction — Dr. Ernst Kolb (People’s Party); Minister of 
Communications and Nationalized Industries — Eng. Karl 
Waldbrunner (Socialist); Undersecretary of State in the 
Ministry of the Interior — Ferdinand Graf (People’s Party); 
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of the Interior — 
Ferdinand Graf (People’s Party); Undersecretary of State 
in the Ministry of Transportation and Nationalized Indus- 
tries — Vinzenz Uebeleis (Socialist). 

Dr. Leopold Figl was appointed Federal Chancellor 
for the first time on December 20, 1945, and his position 
as Chief of the Government confirmed on November 8, 
1949, after the national elections of October 1949. The 
following Ministers have been members of the Figl Admin- 
istration since December 1945: Chancellor Figl himself, 
Vice Chancellor Schaerf, Foreign Minister Gruber, Minister 


of the Interior Helmer, Minister of Education Hurdes, 
Minister of Social Welfare Maisel, Minister of Agriculture 
Kraus, as well as the Undersecretaries of State Graf and 
Uebeleis. 


DECLARATIONS OF THE NEW FEDERAL PRESIDENT. 
A few hours after he took the oath of office as Federal 
President of the Austrian Republic, Dr. Theodor Koerner 
received the representatives of the Austrian and foreign 
press at the Austrian Press Club. He said that the chief 
guiding principle of his actions as Chief of State would 
be objectivity. ‘‘As my great predecessor,’’ Dr. Korner 
stated, ‘‘I am a Socialist and, as he, I shall remain faithful 
to my principles until my death. But, at the same time, 
as a democrat I am determined to be a Federal President 
to the entire nation, and I shall stand guard that no citizen 
of this land be deprived of his right, in accordance with 
democratic principles, freely to express his opinions, 
engage in criticism, participate in the national adminis- 
tration and adhere to political parties. The law must be 
the same for all citizens, even if they have once strayed, 
providing they have again returned to the patriotic fold.’’ 
The President then said that the second guiding principle 
of his actions would be the preservation and strengthening 
of friendly relations with all neighboring countries and 
with all peace-loving peoples of the United Nations. ‘‘As 
an old soldier,’’ Dr. Koerner continued, ‘‘I have known war 
at first hand, and that is why I abhor it. I know that all 
Austrians without exception share this will for peace with 
me. But freedom is inextricably linked with true peace. 
The entire world knows how our small Republic was 
sacrificed without protection to the force of a mightier 
neighbor in 1938, and thus lost its freedom. Despite this, 
we have, for six years now, been left to struggle for the 
restoration of this freedom — an injustice on which world 
history will some day have to pass judgment. But the 
people of Austria will never grow weary of bringing this 
injustice to the attention of the world, nor will they tire 
of struggling for the restoration of their complete freedom.” 
In closing, the new Federal President expressed his 
faith in the mission and future of Austria, aisd exhorted 
the people of Austria to adhere to the slogan: ‘‘Head 
high and fear nought! ’’ 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN CONGRATULATES FEDERAL 
PRESIDENT KOERNER. On June 22nd the new Federal 
President of Austria, Dr. Theodor Koerner, received the 
United States Charge d’Affaires in Austria, Walter C. 
Dowling, who, in the absence of U.S. Envoy Walter Don- 
nelly, now in Washington, was appointed special pleni- 
potentiary for the purpose of presenting to the President of 
Austria the personal congratulations of the President of 
the United States, and to convey to him the latter’s best 


wishes for a successful term of office on behalf of Aus- 
tria’s welfare. 
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In his reply to this message from President Truman, Dr. 
Koerner expressed his deepfelt thanks and requested the 
special U.S. representative to convey to the U.S. Chief 
Executive the gratitude of Austria for everything the United 
states had done for her. The Austrian people will best 
express this gratitude by trying with all their energies to 
stand on their own feet again as soon as possible, and to 
prove their keen determination to make their way, even 
without foreign aid, on the road to freedom and to their 
place in the ranks of the democratic and peace-loving 
nations of the world. 


CHANGES IN THE LEADERSHIP OF AUSTRIAN PEOPLE'S 
PARTY. After extensive consultations on the political situa- 
tion brought about by the recent Presidential elections in 
Austria, the national committee of the Austrian People’s 
Party made the following announcement on June 14th: Chan- 
cellor Leopold Figl, heretofore Chairman of the Party, and 
Minister of Education Felix Hurdes, its General Secretary, 
have requested the Party’s national committee to appoint an 
Acting Chairman and an Acting General Secretary for the 
duration of their membership in the Federal Government. The 
committee therefore unanimously elected the present deputy 
chairman, Julius Raab, and parliamentary representative 
Alfred Maleta to the positions of Acting Chairman and Acting 
General Secretary, respectively. The national committee also 
voted to leave the representation of the Austrian People’s 
Party in the Federal Government unchanged. Moreover, it 
adopted a message of thanks to Chancellor Figl and to the 
other People’s Party members of the Federal Government for 
their achievements during this trying period in the country’s 
history. 

Since 1945 the Austrian People’s Party has been the 
largest political party in the country. It has 77 seats out of 
a total of 165 in the Nationalrat (Lower House), with the 
Socialist Party represented by 67 deputies, the Union of 
Independents by 16 and the Communists by 5. 


ALLIED COUNCIL DISCUSSES AUSTRIA PROTEST 
AGAINST ARBITRARY ARRESTS. in its meeting of June 
15th the Allied Council discussed a protest of the Austrian 
Government against the recent arbitrary arrest in Vienna of 
six individuals who were taken into custody by Austrian 
police officials on the orders of the Soviet occupation power, 
without the competent Austrian authorities having been ap- 
prised of the action. The Wester representatives emphasized 
that it was necessary that the decisions of the Allied Council 
with regard to the procedures involving the arrest of Austrian 
nationals be strictly adhered to and that the Austrian Govern- 
ment be notified as promptly as possible in every such case 
of arrest. The Western representatives moreover demanded 
that the Allied Council reassert the importance of strict ad- 
herence to its decisions of March 19, 1948, with respect to 
such matters, and confirm to the Austrian Federal Chancel- 
lor that all arrests carried out by Austrian officials on be- 
half of one of the occupation powers had to be in conso- 


nance with the laws and regulations promulgated by the Aus- 
trian Government. 

The Soviet representative opposed these motions and 
asserted that this matter was within the exclusive com- 
petency of the individual high commissioners. 


DR. GRUBER COMMENTS ON REQUISITIONED APART- 
MENTS. In reply to a recent parliamentary inquiry in which 
the Austrian Government was requested to intercede with the 
Allied occupation authorities on the question of houses and 
apartments still requisitioned by them, Foreign Minister 
Gruber issued the following statement: The Federal Chancel- 
lery has let no opportunity pass to urge the occupation powers 
to reduce the number of requisitioned premises to a minimum. 
These efforts on behalf of the Austrian Government had un- 
doubtedly been instrumental in bringing about the return of a 
considerable number of requisitioned facilities in the past, 
and were still continuing to be instrumentalin obtaining further 
releases. Moreover, the representations of the Austrian 
Government had presumably induced some of the occupation 
powers to begin their own construction of living quarters for 
their personnel. These new structures would later be turned 
over to the Austrian State, thus making this project ap- 
parently the best solution of the problem. It is worthy of note 
in this connection that the French occupation forces have re- 
leased an additional number of requisitioned apartments and 
living quarters in mid-June. 


ROAD BLOCKS AT AUSTRIAN-CZECHOSLOVAK BORDER. 
Several Deputies of the People’s Party recently addressed a 
parliamentary inquiry to Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber, in 
which they drew attention to the fact that Czechoslovak 
military authorities had, since April, been erecting road 
blocks on a municipal road in Upper Austria, situated in the 
Czechoslovak border area. These road blocks were making 
all traffic impossible between neighboring Austrian com- 
munities, thus cutting their inhabitants off from contact with 
each other. For decades this road which crosses Czechoslo- 
vak territory has been recognized as an international thorough- 
fare and the local population regarded the erection of these 
road blocks as a gross violation of an internationally re- 
cognized right on the part of the Czechoslovak Republic. 
The Deputies requested the Austrian Foreign Minister to 
protest this violation of internationally recognized rights 


and to take appropriate measures to see that they are 
restored. 


COMMUNISTS WIN 334 VOTES OUT OF 39,000 IN LOWER 
AUSTRIA. In the elections for the Chambers of Farm Workers 
recently held in Soviet-occupied Lower Austria, the Christian 
Farm and Forestry Workers and the politically related organi- 
zation of Farm and Forestry Employees won 23 seats, an 
absolute majority, in the General Assembly. The remaining 
17 seats went to the Socialists, with the Communists unable 
to obtain even a single mandate. Seventy-five per cent of 
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those eligible to vote went to the polls. Two separate sets 
of votes were cast, one for the workers’ chamber and the 
other for the employees’ chamber. In the first group the 
Christian Farm and Forestry Workers of Lower Austria won 
18,497 popular votes (17 seats), the Socialist Union Workers 
in Agriculture and Forestry 17,775 (16 seats), and the Com- 
munists a mere 298 (0 seats). In the second category, the 
Christian Farm and Forestry Employees obtained 2191 
votes (6 seats), the Socialists 365 (1 seat) and the Com- 
munists 36 (0 seats). Voters in 22 election districts went to 
the polls. 


AUSTRIAN GENDARMERIE AS GUARANTOR OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY. In mid-June the nation-wide graduation and swear- 
ing in of young gendarmerie students took place throughout 
the Federal Republic of Austria. On this occasion Minister 
of the Interior Oskar Helmer, at a ceremony held in Vienna, 
praised the traditional merits and achievements of the Aus- 
trian Gendarmerie in maintaining order and security during 
the more than 100 years of its existence. In this connection 
Minister Helmer pointed out that Article 17 of the Austrian 
draft Treaty, which the four Allied Powers had already ac- 
cepted, specifically granted the Austrian Government the 
right to maintain a land army, border security forces, a gen- 
darmerie and river police units having a total effective 
strength of 53,000men. Although unanimous four-power agree- 
ment has been reached on Article 17, Austria has still not 
been permitted to place the provisions of this article into 
effect. ‘‘Day after day,’’ Minister Helmer said, ‘‘we must 
accept the humiliations forced upon us by those stronger 
than we. But according to the provisions of the Allied Con- 
trol Agreement we are under the obligation to protect our 
frontiers and insure internal order. Our country is hemmed 
in between East and West and, as a result, we find our- 
selves in a situation fraught with danger, which requires a 
cautious policy. But this must not lead to the point where 
we surrender the rights and liberties to which we are en- 
titled. In this difficult situation, the young gendarmes are 
the guarantors of our policy and one of the most important 
pillars of the Republic.’’ 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL RECOGNIZES AUSTRIA’S 
SPECIAL POSITION IN EAST-WEST TRADE. The Na- 
tional Security Council ruled on June 15 that the security 
interests of the United States would be jeopardized by giving 
immediate effect to a recent Congressional ban on economic 
or financial aid to governments permitting the export of for- 
bidden materials to Russia or her satellites. In a specific 
exception for Austria the National Security Council noted 
that trade with the Soviet bloc historically had constituted a 
large percentage of that country’s total volume of foreign 
trade. Although Austria had been oriented westward since 
World War II, shipments to the Soviet bloc in 1950 remained 
at 15 per cent of total exports, and this trade could not be 
shifted entirely overnight. The ruling of the National Security 


Council proceeded: ‘‘The deterioration in economic activity, 
with reduced standards of living and mass unemployment 
which would result, would make Austria, given the presence 
of the Soviet occupation forces, a victim of increased exter- 
ternal pressure and increased attempts at subversion. 

‘*These consequences would be directly at variance with 
all that the United States has been seeking to accomplish 
in Austria since the war and would be contrary to the security 
interests of the United States.’’ 


AUSTRIA FACED WITH NEW ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 
On June 16 Austrian Minister of Finance Dr. Eugen Mar- 
garetha delivered an address at the General Assembly of the 
Austrian Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland, entitled 
‘‘Austria’s Fight against Inflation and for the Preservation 
of Social Peace.’’ He said that Austria had succeeded in 
bridging the trying post-war period without any social up- 
heavals. Dr. Margaretha stated that the effects of the Korean 
war had brought about a new price wave in Austria, starting 
with price hikes in the cost of raw materials and especially 
in that of coal. The dual rate of exchange of the schilling, 
now still in effect, could not be discontinued in the fore- 
seeable future because of the uncertainty of the present 
international situation. The Minister of Finance admitted 
that this split exchange rate did present difficulties for the 
country’s export trade, although it tended to promote the 
foreign tourism in Austria. He added that since the pro- 
spects for an early conclusion of the State Treaty were not 
exactly bright, Austria would continue to rely on its own 
strength. In closing he expressed the hope that,in view of 
the special position of Austria, American aid and support 
would continue to be forthcoming until such time as Austria 
would really become free and be able to count on foreign 
credits. 


AUSTRIAN MINISTER OF SOCIAL WELFARE ATTENDS 
1.L.0. MEETING. Austrian Minister of Social Welfare 
Maisel addressed the 34th Plenary Session of the Interna- 
tional Labor Office which recently met in Geneva. The 
leader of the Austrian delegation said that the progressive 
expansion of social welfare legislation which had started 
after 1945, had recently entered a period of stagnation 
throughout the world. This stagnation in the development of 
social welfare services was primarily due to the fact that 
the necessary financial means could not be raised. In Austria 
a similar situation prevailed. Although much ground had been 
covered in the face of difficult economic conditions, only 
intermediary goals, and not the final goal, had been achieved. 
But Austria’s social welfare legislation was on a noteworthily 
high level, even though there were still a number of gaps, 
which Minister Maisel listed as standardization of the func- 
tions of the labor offices, settlement of the question of 
employment procurement, a new law on working hours, a law 
on home employment, etc. 


READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
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BANK DEPOSITS AND SAVINGS INCREASE IN AUSTRIA. 
In March 1951 deposits in Austrian credit institutions 
increased to 10.5 billion schillings, as compared to 10.25 
billion in February. Savings deposits during the same 
month rose from 2.32 billion to 2.36 billion, and check- 
ing-account deposits from 7.93 to 8.14 billion. 


AUSTRIAN TAX REVENUE EXCEEDS BUDGETARY ESTI- 
MATES. The revenue collected by the Austrian Government 
for the months of January through April of this year exceeded 
the budgetary estimate by 178 million schillings. Of this 
excess revenue, 73 million were derived from income tax 
payments, 80 million from the proceeds of the turnover tax, 
40 million from additional charges and 41 million from excise 
and traffic taxes. Receipts from the following sources of re- 
venue were lower than anticipated in the budget: tax on 
wages (deficit of 9 million), corporation tax (10 million), pro- 
perty tax (5 million), tobacco tax (8 million), other consumer 
taxes (13 million) and customs duties (9 million). 


LUXEMBURG RELEASES BLOCKED AUSTRIAN ASSETS. 
The Austrian Ministry of Finance recently announced that 
the Grand-Duchy of Luxemburg on April 26, 1951 formally 
revoked all previous legislation pursuant to which the pro- 
perty of Austrian nationals in Luxemburg had heretofore 
been sequestrated. 

In a dispatch from London on June 16, the daily news- 
paper ‘‘Die Presse’’ reports that the negotiations carried out 
by Dr. Hartenau, of the Austrian Ministry of Finance, for the 
release of Austrian assets in England have been satisfactorily 
concluded and an appropriate agreement initialed. 


FULL EMPLOYMENT ALMOST ACHIEVED IN AUSTRIA. 
According to the figures available as of mid-June at Austria’s 
employment offices, the number of unemployed persons in 
the country now stands at about 97,000. This represents an 
unemployment percentage of 4.8 of a total of 2 million 
persons listed as regularly employed and/or as covered by 
health insurance. Based on a minimum unemployment rate of 
3%, the above figures indicate that the country has almost 
reached its peak employment level. During the last few 
years the labor situation in Austria was characterized by 
comparatively high seasonal unemployment and a constantly 
high level of unemployment among women workers. 


NEW STEEL WORKS PLANNED IN AUSTRIA. The Socialist 
News Service in Austria reports that present expansion plans 
for the nationalized heavy industry include a contemplated 
increase in the production of steel, from 1 million to 1.3 
million tons. Two new steel works, which will operate ac- 
cording to the new blowing process, are to be established in 
Donawitz and Linz. The new plants will begin operation in 
the summer of 1952 and are expected to have a combined 
capacity of 300,000 tons. Their construction costs are esti- 
mated at some 300 million schillings, half of which will be 
made available from ERP funds. This will require a further 


increase in iron ore output, which now stands at 7,500 tons 
per day. The Alpine Montan Gesellschaft, the country’s 
largest producer of iron ore, is planning the installation of 
modern mining machinery in order to raise production to 
9,000 tons a day. 


ELECTRIFICATION OF AUSTRIA'S RAILROADS. The 
electrification of the Linz-Amstetten rail stretch was re- 
cently completed and Minister of Communications Wald- 
brunner was able to inaugurate operation of the line at the 
end of June. Both local and express trains will be operated 
electrically at the start of this year’s summer tourist sea- 
son, with freight trains to be added at a somewhat later 
date. The electrification of this stretch of the West-East 
line will result in a saving of about a quarter million schil- 
lings per month. Work is continuing on the electrification of 
the rest of the line to Vienna. 


ITALY AND AUSTRIA DISCUSS EXPANSION OF ELEC- 
TRIC ENERGY OUTPUT. The ever-increasing need for elec- 
tric energy in Austria and in neighboring countries recently 
prompted Italian and Austrian electric power companies to 
begin talks on the formation of a joint coordination committee 
for the purpose of completing the first stage of expansion of 
the projected power network of the East Tyrol with the Dor- 
fertal storage grid and the Huben power station. The 
Viennese paper ‘‘Die Presse’’ reports that negotiations 
have already been conducted by the Austrian Federal Grid 
agency and the TIWAG, the Italian representative of the Mon- 
tecatini, Edison, Sio and Sade companies. The planned ex- 
pansion program will have an installed production of 120,000 
KWand a capacity of about 246 million KWH per year. Of this 
latter output, 220 million KWH will represent much-needed 
winter power. About one half of this power output will be 
sent to Italy over the projected 220-KV Lienz-Pelos trans- 
mission line. The construction time for the Dorfertal-Huben 
relay is estimated at about four years, and the cost, based 
on current prices, at some 550 million, half of which will be 
paid by the Italian partner. International bank credits will 
be sought to finance this bilateral project. 


NEW SULPHATE CELLULOSE PLANT TO BE ERECTED 
IN AUSTRIA. In mid-June the excavation work for a new 
sulphate cellulose plant was begun on the site of the Net- 
tingsdorf Paper Mill in Lower Austria. The plant, which is 
being erected with the help of ECA funds, is expected to be 
completed within eighteen months. Sulphate cellulose is 
used in the manufacture of tear-proof kraft paper bags which 
serve as industrial packing containers. At the present time 
Austria must still import her sulphate kraft paper. Thenew 
plant will present the advantage that the raw material used 
need not necessarily consist of high-grade pulpwood; saw- 
mill waste of pine wood may also be used for processing. 
The Nettingsdorf plant is expected to have a daily capacity 
of some 120 to 150 tons. After its completion, the new in- 
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stallation will save the Austrian treasury one million dollars 
a year, the amount now being spent abroad for kraft paper 
imports. In addition, it will earn some 3.3 million dollars’ 
worth of foreign exchange per year from its exports. 


AMERICAN GRAIN SHIPMENTS VIA DANUBE ROUTE. 
The Soviet High Commissioner in Austria recently acceded 
to an Austrian Government request to authorize the trans- 
portation of American grain on the Danube from Regensburg 
to Vienna. 


COMING TRADE UNION EVENTS IN AUSTRIA. From July 
29 to August 11, 1951, a summer school of the International 
Federation of Free Trade Unions will be held on the premises 
of the ‘‘Hungersburg’’ Workers College at the Tyrol Chamber 
of Labor in Innsbruck. The Second Congress of the Austrian 
Federation of Trade Unions will be held in Vienna from 
October ist to the 6th. The congress will discuss economic 
and social problems affecting labor in Austria and decide on 
the future course of Austrian trade union policy. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SALESMEN IN VIENNA. 
In mid-June the city of Vienna played host to a four-day Inter- 
national Congress of Salesmen and Commercial Travellers, 
which was attended by 120 delegates from eight European 
countries. Among the questions which came up for discussion 
at the Congress were the legal status of salesmen, their pro- 
fessional organization, the extension of their professional 
associations to include the establishment of a central inter- 
national organization, matters of court arbitration, and the 
simplification of international customs and other formalities. 

Members of the Congress also voted to make Vienna the 
seat of the International League of Commercial Salesmen for 
the next two years. Kommerzialrat Oskar Anger was elected 
President of the organization. At the end of the working 
sessions the Congress participants went on a tour of Austria. 


WHERE TO OBTAIN GRAY CARDS. United States citizens 
who wish to travel to Vienna by train or road, and who have 
not secured their gray card from the Allied High Commission 
Permit Office for Germany, c/o Department of State, Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. prior to their departure from the United States, 
may apply to the following offices in Europe: U.S. Embassy, 
Rome; U.S. Embassy, Brussels; U.S. Consulate, Rotterdam; 
British Foreign Office, London; French Foreign Office, 
Paris; or U.S. Occupation authorities in Frankfort, Munich, 
Stuttgart and Salzburg. No gray card is needed for those 
American citizens who travel to the Western zones of Austria 
only, or who travel to and from Vienna by plane. 


POSTAL RATES FOR PRINTED MATTER LOWERED. in 
mid-June the Austrian Parliament approved a fifty-per-cent 
reduction in the postal rates for books, sheet music and maps 
sentabroad. The lowerrates are being welcomed by Austrians 
who wish to send book gifts to their friends abroad, as well 


as by foreign visitors who are interested in sending printed 
souvenirs back to their homes. 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP HONORS MARTIN JOHANN 
SCHMIDT. On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
death of Martin Johann Schmidt, the Austrian Postal Admin- 
istration on June 28 issued a one-schilling scarlet com- 
memorative stamp carrying his portrait. Known as the Krem- 
ser Schmidt because he spent most of his life in the town 
of Krems in Lower Austria, Martin Johann Schmidt (1718- 


. 1801) created almost a thousand paintings, mostly of a 


religious nature, and numerous engravings. Although little 
known outside his own country, he was one of the most 
representative artists of the Austrian Baroque period. 


UNIVERSITY REFORMS PLANNED IN AUSTRIA. A motion 
was introduced at the last meeting of the Faculty of Philo- 
sophy of the University of Vienna, embodying the proposal 
that the course of study in the Department of Philosophy be 
increased from 8 to 10 semesters. The proposal also calls 
for the introduction of a number of intermediary examinations 
in order to make a more stringent selection of the students 
accepted for thefinal examinations. Extension of the period 
of study for the Degree of Philosophy is also being proposed 
at the Universities of Graz and Innsbruck. Other proposed 
changes include the addition of a dissertation to the require- 
ments for the Degree of Law. The presentation of a disserta- 
tion is not compulsory at the present time for students wish- 
ing to obtain their doctorate of law at an Austrian Law School. 


NEW RECTORS APPOINTED AT AUSTRIAN UNIVERSI- 
TIES. The well known Austrian political scientist, Profes- 
sor Alfred Verdross, ‘has been appointed Rector of the Uni- 
versity of Vienna for the 1951-52 academic year. On the oc- 
casion of his 60th birthday last year, Dr. Verdross had been 
the object of numerous honors. Eng. Josef Eckert-Labin, 
Professor for naval construction and mechanical engineer- 
ing, was appointed Rector of the Vienna Institute of Tech- 
nology. Prof. Karl Oberparleiter is the new Rector of the 
Academy of World Trade and Prof. Eduard Reut-Nicolussi 
becomes Rector of the University of Innsbruck. 


YOUNG AUSTRIAN DOCTORS DEMONSTRATE. Over 
seven hundred young physicians from Vienna’s hospitals, 
who do not receive any remuneration for their services and 
are therefore known as visiting or guest doctors, staged a 
mass demonstration on June 14th. The demonstrators ap- 
peared in front of Parliament, City Hall and the Ministry of 
Finance with the demand that their claims for financial com- 
pensation be supported. The long procession of young men 
and women, in their white hospital coats, attracted consider- 
able attention in the streets of the city. The young doctors 
achieved a partial victory when the Minister of Finance, at 
the recommendation of the Faculty of Medicine of Vienna 
University, agreed to take on 50 visiting physicians as 
paid assistants, effective immediately, in order that the work 
at the city’s clinics be continued without interruption. 
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AUSTRIAN FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGY CELE- 
BRATES CENTENNIAL. On June 12, the Federal Institute 
of Geology in Vienna began its centennial celebration, 
which, because of the circumstances prevailing at the time, 
was postponed for two years. The Institute was founded in 
1849 by the famous Viennese geologist Haidinger, at which 
time it was the first of its kind on the European Continent. 
Today, the institution has large laboratories and a special 
library of 140,000 volumes. It is housed in the Rasumovsky 
Palace, which was damaged during the war but has now been 
restored. 


EDISON EXHIBITION IN VIENNA. A commemorative Edison 
Exhibition was recently opened at the Vienna Museum of 
Science, featuring Edison’s most important inventions and 
showing the effects these have had on subsequent technical 
progress. Visitors will be able to hear the inventor’s voice 
as it was recorded in 1905. Among the rarities on display is 
a piece of writing in Edison’s own hand which proves that 
the Wizard of Memlo Park had come close to the discovery of 


electromagnetic waves years before Heinrich Hertz did his 
final work in this field. 


THE AUSTRIAN BOOK INDUSTRY. Recent Austrian statis- 
tics reveal that there are 246 book publishers, 23 music 
publishers, 6 fashion-book publishers and 4 address-book and 
diary publishers in Austria today. In 1950 a total of 2,977 
books and magazines were published, as compared to 3,126 
in 1949 and 4,099 in 1948. Book prices are five times higher 
today than they were in 1937, although the cost-of-living 
index is seven times higher and the price level of industrial 
products nine times what it was before the war. Current Aus- 
trian book production is faced with sharp competition on the 
part of West German and Swiss publishing houses, both of 
which have increased their output considerably since World 
War II. This notwithstanding, Austria’s publishers have 
managed to more than hold their own, because of the high 
quality of their literary output, the fine quality of the print- 
ing and the comparatively favorable prices of the books. 

In 1950 Austrian book exports to Western Germany 
amounted to 6 million marks, with the total exports of books 
and other publications reaching the 50-million-schilling mark, 
as compared to the previous year’s total of 25 million schil- 
lings. This favorable trend was interrupted in February 1951 
as a result of the German import restrictions imposed at that 
time; the latter represented a considerable blow to Austrian 
publishers, one which was all the harder to cushion in view 
of the fact that book exports to Eastern Germany are possible 
on a very limited scale only, and then only for ‘‘selected’’ 
works. The Association of Austrian Book, Art, Music, News- 
paper and Magazine Publishers has, since 1949, been publish- 
ing a monthly periodical, ‘‘Oesterreichische Bibliographie,’’ 
in which all printed material published inside and outside the 
book industry is listed. This bibliography is available for 
consultation at the Information Department of the Austrian 
Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL AND DOCUMENTARY FILM 
CONGRESS AT SALZBURG. The Third International Cultural 
and Documentary Film Congress will be held in Salzburg, 
Austria, from September 29 to October 8.this year. The Con- 
gress will be under the sponsorship of the Austrian Ministers 
of Education and Commerce, the Governor of the Province 
and the Mayor of the City of Salzburg, At least 22 nations 
are expected to participate. According to the general rules 
for participation in this film congress 60 minutes of screen 
time (1650 meters) will be allocated to each participating 
country. The Congress’ organizers would prefer the selec- 
tion of the films to be made by a national organization. The 
management of the Congress reserves the right to reject films 
without giving a reason, particularly films of an advertising 
or political character, or films detrimental to the relations 
between the countries participating. No film can be entered 
that had its first public showing prior to January 1, 1950. 
Apart from the above mentioned programs of national produc- 
tions shorts, a number of full length documentaries will also 
be shown. The latter films must not have been publicly shown 
before January 1, 1949. The management of the Congress re- 
serves the right to permitexceptions to these rules for cogent 
reasons. The decision of the management is irrevocablé. The 
participation of each film will be acknowledged by an artistic 
certificate. The official languages are German, English and 
French. Notifications with regard to films of both categories 
must reach the Secretariat of the Organizing Committee, 
Hadikgasse 38, Vienna XIV., Austria, prior to August 15, 
1951; the prints must arrive prior to September 15, 1951 at 
the Congress Office in Salzburg. 


THEATER AN DER WIEN 150 YEARS OLD. June 13 marked 
the 150th anniversary of the completion and opening of the 
Theater an der Wien, which today houses the Vienna State 
Opera and will continue to do so until such time as the Opera 
House, which was seriously damaged during the war, is fully 
rebuilt. Viennese opera and the Austrian theater, but parti- 
cularly the Viennese operetta, are closely linked with the 
history of the Theater an der Wien. It was in this tradition- 
laden theater that Grillparzer’s ‘‘Ahnfrau’’, Beethoven’s 
‘‘Fidelio’’ and the by now classical operettas of Johann 
Strauss, Karl Milloeker and Franz Lehar were given their 
first performance. The 150th jubilee of the Theater an der 
Wien will be formally celebrated at the start of the new 
season this fall by an important ceremony and a festive 
gala performance. The celebration has been postponed until 
autumn because the present theater and music season is 
almost over. Also in the fall, and in commemoration of the 
same event the Federal Ministry of Education and the Muni- 
cipal Councils of Vienna and Graz will publish a reference 
work on Vienna’s suburban theaters, and particularly on the 
Theater an der Wien and its representative actor, Alexander 
Girardi. The work will be issued by the Austrian State Print- 
ing Office. The special volume which was written by the 
well known Vienna theater critic and scholar Rudolf Holzer, 
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stallation will save the Austrian treasury one million dollars 
a year, the amount now being spent abroad for kraft paper 
imports. In addition, it will earn some 3.3 million dollars’ 
worth of foreign exchange per year from its exports. 


AMERICAN GRAIN SHIPMENTS VIA DANUBE ROUTE. 
The Soviet High Commissioner in Austria recently acceded 
to an Austrian Government request to authorize the trans- 
portation of American grain on the Danube from Regensburg 
to Vienna. 


COMING TRADE UNION EVENTS IN AUSTRIA. From July 
29 to August 11, 1951, a summer school of the International 
Federation of Free Trade Unions will be held on the premises 
of the ‘‘Hungersburg’’ Workers College at the Tyrol Chamber 
of Labor in Innsbruck. The Second Congress of the Austrian 
Federation of Trade Unions will be held in Vienna from 
October ist to the 6th. The congress will discuss economic 
and social problems affecting labor in Austria and decide on 
the future course of Austrian trade union policy. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SALESMEN IN VIENNA. 
In mid-June the city of Vienna played host to a four-day Inter- 
national Congress of Salesmen and Commercial Travellers, 
which was attended by 120 delegates from eight European 
countries. Among the questions which came up for discussion 
at the Congress were the legal status of salesmen, their pro- 
fessional organization, the extension of their professional 
associations to include the establishment of a central inter- 
national organization, matters of court arbitration, and the 
simplification of international customs and other formalities. 

Members of the Congress also voted to make Vienna the 
seat of the International League of Commercial Salesmen for 
the next two years. Kommerzialrat Oskar Anger was elected 
President of the organization. At the end of the working 
sessions the Congress participants went on a tour of Austria. 


WHERE TO OBTAIN GRAY CARDS. United States citizens 
who wish to travel to Vienna by train or road, and who have 
not secured their gray card from the Allied High Commission 
Permit Office for Germany, c/o Department of State, Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. prior to their departure from the United States, 
may apply to the following offices in Europe: U.S. Embassy, 
Rome; U.S. Embassy, Brussels; U.S. Consulate, Rotterdam; 
British Foreign Office, London; French Foreign Office, 
Paris; or U.S. Occupation authorities in Frankfort, Munich, 
Stuttgart and Salzburg. No gray card is needed for those 
American citizens who travel to the Western zones of Austria 
only, or who travel to and from Vienna by plane. 


POSTAL RATES FOR PRINTED MATTER LOWERED. in 
mid-June the Austrian Parliament approved a fifty-per-cent 
reduction in the postal rates for books, sheet music and maps 
sentabroad. The lowerrates are being welcomed by Austrians 
who wish to send book gifts to their friends abroad, as well 


as by foreign visitors who are interested in sending printed 
souvenirs back to their homes. 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP HONORS MARTIN JOHANN 
SCHMIDT. On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
death of Martin Johann Schmidt, the Austrian Postal Admin- 
istration on June 28 issued a one-schilling scarlet com- 
memorative stamp carrying his portrait. Known as the Krem- 
ser Schmidt because he spent most of his life in the town 
of Krems in Lower Austria, Martin Johann Schmidt (1718- 


. 1801) created almost a thousand paintings, mostly of a 


religious nature, and numerous engravings. Although litile 
known outside his own country, he was one of the most 
representative artists of the Austrian Baroque period. 


UNIVERSITY REFORMS PLANNED IN AUSTRIA. A motion 
was introduced at the last meeting of the Faculty of Philo- 
sophy of the University of Vienna, embodying the proposal 
that the course of study in the Department of Philosophy be 
increased from 8 to 10 semesters. The proposal also calls 
for the introduction of a number of intermediary examinations 
in order to make a more stringent selection of the students 
accepted for thefinal examinations. Extension of the period 
of study for the Degree of Philosophy is also being proposed 
at the Universities of Graz and Innsbruck. Other proposed 
changes include the addition of a dissertation to the require- 
ments for the Degree of Law. The presentation of a disserta- 
tion is not compulsory at the present time for students wish- 
ing to obtain their doctorate of law at an Austrian Law School. 


NEW RECTORS APPOINTED AT AUSTRIAN UNIVERSI- 
TIES. The well known Austrian political scientist, Profes- 
sor Alfred Verdross, ‘has been appointed Rector of the Uni- 
versity of Vienna for the 1951-52 academic year. On the oc- 
casion of his 60th birthday last year, Dr. Verdross had been 
the object of numerous honors. Eng. Josef Eckert-Labin, 
Professor for naval construction and mechanical engineer- 
ing, was appointed Rector of the Vienna Institute of Tech- 
nology. Prof. Karl Oberparleiter is the new Rector of the 
Academy of World Trade and Prof. Eduard Reut-Nicolussi 
becomes Rector of the University of Innsbruck. 


YOUNG AUSTRIAN DOCTORS DEMONSTRATE. Over 
seven hundred young physicians from Vienna’s hospitals, 
who do not receive any remuneration for their services and 
are therefore known as visiting or guest doctors, staged a 
mass demonstration on June 14th. The demonstrators ap- 
peared in front of Parliament, City Hall and the Ministry of 
Finance with the demand that their claims for financial com- 
pensation be supported. The long procession of young men 
and women, in their white hospital coats, attracted consider- 
able attention in the streets of the city. The young doctors 
achieved a partial victory when the Minister of Finance, at 
the recommendation of the Faculty of Medicine of Vienna 
University, agreed to take on 50 visiting physicians as 
paid assistants, effective immediately, in order that the work 
at the city’s clinics be continued without interruption. 
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AUSTRIAN FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGY CELE- 
BRATES CENTENNIAL. On June 12, the Federal Institute 
of Geology in Vienna began its centennial celebration, 
which, because of the circumstances prevailing at the time, 
was postponed for two years. The Institute was founded in 
1849 by the famous Viennese geologist Haidinger, at which 
time it was the first of its kind on the European Continent. 
Today, the institution has large laboratories and a special 
library of 140,000 volumes. It is housed in the Rasumovsky 
Palace, which was damaged during the war but has now been 
restored. 


EDISON EXHIBITION IN VIENNA. A commemorative Edison 
Exhibition was recently opened at the Vienna Museum of 
Science, featuring Edison’s most important inventions and 
showing the effects these have had on subsequent technical 
progress. Visitors will be able to hear the inventor’s voice 
as it was recorded in 1905. Among the rarities on display is 
a piece of writing in Edison’s own hand which proves that 
the Wizard of Memlo Park had come close to the discovery of 


electromagnetic waves years before Heinrich Hertz did his 
final work in this field. 


THE AUSTRIAN BOOK INDUSTRY. Recent Austrian statis- 
tics reveal that there are 246 book publishers, 23 music 
publishers, 6 fashion-book publishers and 4 address-book and 
diary publishers in Austria today. In 1950 a total of 2,977 
books and magazines were published, as compared to 3,126 
in 1949 and 4,099 in 1948. Book prices are five times higher 
today than they were in 1937, although the cost-of-living 
index is seven times higher and the price level of industrial 
products nine times what it was before the war. Current Aus- 
trian book production is faced with sharp competition on the 
part of West German and Swiss publishing houses, both of 
which have increased their output considerably since World 
War II. This notwithstanding, Austria’s publishers have 
managed to moré than hold their own, because of the high 
quality of their literary output, the fine quality of the print- 
ing and the comparatively favorable prices of the books. 

In 1950 Austrian book exports to Western Germany 
amounted to 6 million marks, with the total exports of books 
and other publications reaching the 50-million-schilling mark, 
as compared to the previous year’s total of 25 million schil- 
lings. This favorable trend was interrupted in February 1951 
as a result of the German import restrictions imposed at that 
time; the latter represented a considerable blow to Austrian 
publishers, one which was all the harder to cushion in view 
of the fact that book exports to Eastern Germany are possible 
on a very limited scale only, and then only for ‘‘selected’’ 
works. The Association of Austrian Book, Art, Music, News- 
paper and Magazine Publishers has, since 1949, been publish- 
ing a monthly periodical, ‘‘Oesterreichische Bibliographie,’’ 
in which all printed material published inside and outside the 
book industry is listed. This bibliography is available for 
consultation at the Information Department of the Austrian 
Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL AND DOCUMENTARY FILM 
CONGRESS AT SALZBURG. The Third International Cultural 
and Documentary Film Congress will be held in Salzburg, 
Austria, from September 29 to October 8.this year. The Con- 
gress will be under the sponsorship of the Austrian Ministers 
of Education and Commerce, the Governor of the Province 
and the Mayor of the City of Salzburg, At least 22 nations 
are expected to participate. According to the general rules 
for participation in this film congress 60 minutes of screen 
time (1650 meters) will be allocated to each participating 
country. The Congress’ organizers would prefer the selec- 
tion of the films to be made by a national organization. The 
management of the Congress reserves the right to reject films 
without giving a reason, particularly films of an advertising 
or political character, or films detrimental to the relations 
between the countries participating. No film can be entered 
that had its first public showing prior to January 1, 1950. 
Apart from the above mentioned programs of national produc- 
tions shorts, a number of full length documentaries will also 
be shown. The latter films must not have been publicly shown 
before January 1, 1949. The management of the Congress re- 
serves the right to permitexceptions to these rules for cogent 
reasons. The decision of the management is irrevocablé. The 
participation of each film will be acknowledged by an artistic 
certificate. The official languages are German, English and 
French. Notifications with regard to films of both categories 
must reach the Secretariat of the Organizing Committee, 
Hadikgasse 38, Vienna XIV., Austria, prior to August 15, 
1951; the prints must arrive prior to September 15, 1951 at 
the Congress Office in Salzburg. 


THEATER AN DER WIEN 150 YEARS OLD. June 13 marked 
the 150th anniversary of the completion and opening of the 
Theater an der Wien, which today houses the Vienna State 
Opera and will continue to do so until such time as the Opera 
House, which was seriously damaged during the war, is fully 
rebuilt. Viennese opera and the Austrian theater, but parti- 
cularly the Viennese operetta, are closely linked with the 
history of the Theater an der Wien. It was in this tradition- 
laden theater that Grillparzer’s ‘‘Ahnfrau’’, Beethoven’s 
‘‘Fidelio’’ and the by now classical operettas of Johann 
Strauss, Karl Milloeker and Franz Lehar were given their 
first performance. The 150th jubilee of the Theater an der 
Wien will be formally celebrated at the start of the new 
season this fall by an important ceremony and a festive 
gala performance. The celebration has been postponed until 
autumn because the present theater and music season is 
almost over. Also in the fall, and in commemoration of the 
same event the Federal Ministry of Education and the Muni- 
cipal Councils of Vienna and Graz will publish a reference 
work on Vienna’s suburban theaters, and particularly on the 
Theater an der Wien and its representative actor, Alexander 
Girardi. The work will be issued by the Austrian State Print- 
ing Office. The special volume which was written by the 
well known Vienna theater critic and scholar Rudolf Holzer, 











July 2, 1951 


Austrian Information 


Page 8 





will contain a vast fund of heretofore unpublished informa- 
tion, source material and pictures pertaining to the theatrical 
and cultural history of Vienna. 


COMEDIAN HANS MOSER RECEIVES HONORARY RING OF 
VIENNA. President-elect Theodor Koerner, the outgoing 
Mayor of Vienna, on June 13th presented the well-known 
Viennese character actor and popular comedian Hans Moser 
with the Honorary Ring of the City of Vienna at a ceremony 
in the city’s Town Hall. The honor was conferred upon Hans 
Moser, who celebrated his 70th birthday a few months ago, 
in recognition of his artistic merits. 


PETER LAFITE DIES IN AUSTRIA AT FORTY-TWO. The 
well known Austrian writer on music and music critic Peter 
Lafite succombed to a heart ailment in Badgastein on June 
15. He was forty-two. Peter Lafite was appointed music 
adviser to the Austrian Ministry of Education in 1945 and, 
as such, made a considerable contribution to the rehabilita- 
tion of musical life in Austria after World War II. He was 
also widely known abroad for his work as_ publisher of 
‘‘Oesterreichische Musikzeitschrift’’ one of the country’s 
leading music publications. 


PREMIERE OF NEW OPERA AT GRAZ FESTIVAL. The 
program of this year’s Graz Festival, ‘which opened on June 
30, included an open-air performance of the opera ‘‘Stella’’ 
by Waldemar Bloch, which was the first public presentation 
of the work. This is the Styrian composer’s first work for the 
stage, although he is already well known for his songs and 
chamber music. The libretto, based on Goethe’s play, was 
written by the Graz musicologist, Dr. Harald Kaufmann. 


VIENNA MALE CHORUSES TO SING IN FRANCE AND 
SWITZERLAND. The two leading male singing societies of 
Vienna, the ‘‘Wiener Maennergesangsverein’’ (Men’s Singing 
Society of Vienna) and the ‘‘Wiener Schubertbund’’ (Schubert 
Society of Vienna) will jointly make a singing tour of Switzer- 
land and France in October. Ten concerts are scheduled. In 
Switzerland, the combined group will be heard in Zurich, 
Basle, Bern and St. Gallen. The crowning point of the tour, 
during which no less than 250 singers from both societies 
will perform under the direction of both chorus-masters, Karl 
Etti and Dr. Hans Gillesberger, will be a special concert in 
Strasbourg to be held under the motto of European unity. 


EXHIBITIONS OF MODERN ART IN GRAZ AND LINZ. The 
‘*‘Neue Galerie’’ in Linz, Upper Austria, is now staging an 
exhibition of the work of Alfred Kubin, internationally known 
Austrian artist, in which 170 of his drawings are on display. 
The drawings were specifically selected from the artist’s 
various creative periods in order to illustrate the develop- 
ment of his art. The ‘‘Neue Galerie’’ in Graz, Styria, is 
showing a collection of works by the Austrian painter Hans 
Fronius, a younger contemporary of Kubin. 


NEW PRESIDENT APPOINTED TO VIENNA SUPREME 
COURT. Dr. Rudolf Naumann, Ministerial Counsellor in the 
Federal Ministry of Justice, was recently appointed Presi- 
dent of the Vienna Supreme Court for Criminal Cases 
(Landesgericht fuer Strafsachen). He replaces Dr. Otto 
Nahrhaft who retired at the end of 1950. Dr. Naumann is 
sixty years old and has been a member of the Austrian judi- 
cial system for the past 29 years. In 1938 he was removed 
from office by the National-Socialists. 


AUSTRIAN DOCTOR INTRODUCES NEW X-RAY METHOD 
FOR KIDNEY EXAMINATIONS. Dr. R. Seyss, a Viennese 
X-ray specialist, on May 18, 1951, reported to the scienti- 
fic conference of the Austrian Medical Association on an 
important development recently achieved in the field of 
X-ray diagnosis of kidney diseases. As is known, it is 
only with difficulty that certain alterations of the kidneys 
can be reentgenologically detected. However, if substances 
impervious to X-ray penetration are introduced into the 
blood stream, these substances foreign to the organism will 
within a few minutes appear in both kidneys where they 
attain a high degree of concentration for purposes of eli- 
mination through the urine. This makes it possible, under 
X-ray examination, to see not only the contour of the 
kidneys but also to detect any possible pathological altera- 
tions of these organs. The method described by Dr. Seyss 
is based on the fact that X-ray examinations of standing 
patients furnish a clear outline of the renal cavity in its 


distended position, thus paving the way for detailed diagnos- 
tic evaluation of the conditionof the remul tissue functions. 


ANTON ROMAKO CATALOGUE. The Austrian Gallery in 
Vienna is preparing a monograph on the painter Anton 
Romako (1832 — 1889), one of Austria’s outstanding artists 
of the 19th century. The author of this monograph intends 
to present for the first time a comprehensive catalogue 
listing all of Romako’s works and would, therefore, appreci- 
ate any indication from American art lovers regarding the 
existence of works by Romako anywhere in the United 
States. 

Pertinent information should be addressed to Professor 
Fritz Novotny, Oesterreichische Gallerie, Wien III., Prinz- 
Eugen-Strasse 27, Austria, or to the Information Department 
of the Austrian Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. 


PUTTING GREEN FOR GOLFERS AT STROBL; SALZKAM- 
MERGUT COURSE READY NEXT SEASON. Golfers can 
practise putting this year on the new green at the Grand 
Hotel in Strobl, but will have to wait until next year to use 
the Salzkammergut Course at Bad Ischl. The Boy Scouts 
are encamped on it this season. Dellach is Austria’s best- 
known golf course. 
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AUSTRIA’S SPECIAL CASE! 


Between June 10 and 16, a Congress of the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce took place in Lisbon, Portugal. 
The Austrian Committee of the International Chamber of 
Commerce was represented by :a delegation headed by the 
President of the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce, 
Ing. Julius Raab, former member of the Austrian Federal 
Government. 

The task of the Austrian delegation was outlined by 
the Austrian Federal Minister of Commerce, Doctor Ernst 
Kolb. The Minister emphasized that the leading repre- 
sentatives of Austria’s economy should establish closer 
personal contact with their colleagues abroad in order 
to explain Austria’s special situation. For well-known 
reasons, Austria is not in a position to participate in 
the production of arms and other military requirements. 
In many cases it is, therefore, impossible for Austrian in- 
dustries to comply with the end use regulations in effect 
in the Western world concerning certain essential raw 
materials, because there is no possibility of a switch- 
over from present civilian productionto such military needs. 
Due to this special situation, the danger of mass unemploy- 
ment and, therefore, of increased political pressure from 
the East is much more acute than elsewhere. The raw 
materials necessary for the maintenance of Austrian pro- 
duction and a minimum standard of living are quite in- 


significant compared to world requirements. 


In addition to the above facts, Mr. Raab, in his speech at 
the Congress, expressed deep regret that the liberalization 
af international trade had come to a standstill, and that, in 
fact, there was the danger that the principle of liberalization 
in international trade might be completely abandoned, for a 
return to the nefarious principle of quotas and allocations, 


@ situation Austria was anxious to avoid. 


NEW EXPORT RECORD IN APRIL. Austrian exports in 
April amounted to 781.2 million schillings, as compared 
with 762.8 million Schillings, in March 1951. This figure 
sets a new record. 

Imports amounted to 1186.7 million schillings (includ- 


ing ECA imports of 234:6 million Schillings). 


The most important countries of origin for the imports 
into Austria were: United States, 272.3 million (mainly 
wheat, corn, rye, raw cotton, wheat flour, looms, lard, 
steam and motor rollers, animal hair, animal oil and fats, 
cotton manufactures, steel mill products, industrial machin- 
ery, chemicals, petroleum products); Western Germany, 
207.2 million schillings (mainly coal and related fuels, in- 
dustrial machinery, metal-working machinery, iron tubes); 
Great Britain, 171.8 million schillings (mainly raw wool, 
raw cotton, rubber, copra); Belgium, 87 million schillings 
(mainly corn); France, 174.4 million schillings (mainly 
wheat and fertilizers). Switzerland and Italy were the next 
most important countries for Austrian imports, with 53.2 
million schillings, and 41.0 million schillings, respectively. 

The most important markets for Austrian exports in 
April were: Italy, 91.3 million schillings (mainly timber, 
wood pulp, pig iron, magnesite, steel mill products); 
Western Germany, 82.9 million schillings (mainly paper 
and cardboard, synthetic fiber, timber, wood pulp, magne- 
site, and electric power); Great Britain, 73.2 million 
schillings (mainly timber, paper and cardboard, glassware, 
pig iron); and the Netherlands, 64.4 million schillings 
(mainly timber); Exports to the United States amounted to 
40,0 million schillings (mainly rhinestones, ammonium 
nitrate of lime, cotton manufactures, wool manufactures, 
paper and cardboard, synthetic fibers, glassware, ceramics, 
pig iron, aluminum, and scientific instruments). 


AUSTRIA AND TORQUAY. On June 19, the necessary 
two-third majority of GATT countries had signed the Tor- 
quay Decision on the accession of Austria to the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade. Austria, therefore, has now 
become a Contracting Party. On June 12, the Austrian 
Cabinet decided to sign the protocols. Thirty days after 
the documents are signed, therefore, the bilateral conces- 
sions negotiated between the United States and Austria at 
Torquay will enter into force. The exact date of signing 
has not yet been decided. 


TRADE POLICY NOTES. During the month of June, trade 
negotiations between Austria and Western Germany were 
resumedin Bonn. These negotiations will have the principle 
aim of increasing the volume of trade between the two 
countries which, due to German import restrictions, con- 
siderably diminished. Trade negotiations for the first trade 
agreement with Portugal began in Lisbon in mid-June. In 
Rome, Italian and Austrian trade delegations met for a 
renewal of their important trade agreement. 
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NEWS FROM AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY. AUSTRIAN CUCKOO 
CLOCKS are being shipped to England in large quantities, 
according to news received from the manufacturers. The well- 
known cuckoo clock factory located in Bludenz,in the western- 
most Austrian province of Vorarlberg, has arranged for a 26, 
000 pound sterling import credit granted by the British Board 
of Trade. In addition, the Bludenz firm is exporting 97% of 
‘its total monthly production of 25,000 pocket watches and 
5000 wrist watches, large quantities of which are going 
overseas. 

Carrying coal to Newcastle, and doing it profitably, was 
what the Austrian electronic industry has done, according to 
news received from the American Economic Cooperation 
Administration in Vienna. In spite of the fact that Germany 
has long been one of the leading manufacturers of TELE- 
PHONE SETS, the Austrian firm Kapsch & Soehne succeeded 
in obtaining export orders for telephone sets to Germany. 
‘The main buyer was the German postal service, which, as 
in most European countries, maintains the telephone network. 
Additional orders fer Austrian telephone sets were placed by 
some of the largest German industrial concerns, such as 
Daimler-Benz in Stuttgart. 

Austrian CEMENT was produced, in 1950, at the rate of 
1.4million tons,as compared to 1.1 million tons in 1949. This 
greater productivity was further increased during the first 
months of 1951. Production in January reached a new high 
of 65,000 tons, as compared to 56,000 tons the previous year. 
Large quantities of the increased Austrian cement production 
are being used for new Austrian power plants now under con- 
struction, and also for Austrian agricultural improvements. 
It is expected that Austria’s cement production will increase 
by another 100,000 tons in 1952. 

Restrictions concerning the export of WASTE PAPER 
will be tightened by the Austrian Government. Whereas up to 
now export restrictions have affected only sorted waste 
paper, the impending restrictions are expected to extend to 
exports of unsorted waste paper as well. The reason for this 
measure is that the American Economic Cooperation Adminis- 
tration recently allocated funds for the erection of a new 
paper mill and precautions had to be taken in order to assure 
raw material supplies for the expanded production. 

An Austrian inventor has applied for a patent on a new 
kind of ATOMIZER. The advantages of this new toiletry 
article are described as being such that several European 
firms have already inquired as to the availability of licens- 
ing contracts. A patent application will soon be filed with 
U.S. Patent Office, according to news received from the 
inventor. 

COSTUME JEWELRY manufactured according to methods 
used by craftsmen in the old Roman Empire are now on sale 
in Austria, and available for export. They are gems of finest 
individual craftsmanship, the secret of which lies in the 
glazing. After long attempts, Austrian craftsmen have found 
the exact way which was used in Old Rome to achieve the 
so-called Sigilata glazing, a surface treatment attaining 
unique effects. Samples shown to the trade in European 


capitals have found unanimous approval, and the new Aus- 
trian jewelry will soon be available for export to the United 
States. Inquiries as to exclusive representation, by Dun& 
Bradstreet-rated wholesalers only, will be relayed to Austria 
by the office of the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York. 

Contrary to hopes that MOTHER-OF-PEARL buttons 
would be obtainable from Austria in larger quantities, Aus- 
trian industrialists have now reported that the world market 
situation has made production impossible. It was reported 
that mother-of-pearl shells were almost entirely bought up 
by American importers, making it impossible for the Aus- 
trian industry to obtain sufficient raw material for large- 
scale production. Efforts are being continued to remedy this 
situation as soon as possible. 

AUSTRIAN VORARLBERG EMBROIDERY created a 
sensation at the recent International Fair in Paris, where 
twelve firms from the Lustenau and Dornbirn districts exhi- 
bited this Austrian industry’s newest creations. Austrian 


embroideries are finding an easier market in France now that 
their importation into France has been liberalized. In addi- 
tion, Austrian embroideries are very much in demand in French 
North Africa. Trading circles in the United States, who have 
long desired to import larger quantities of Austrian embroi- 
deries, are hopeful that the Torquay agreements will lead to 
increased outlet possibilities in the United States as well. 

The Vorarlberg embroidery industry has found an outlet 
in the following new export markets: Latin America, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark and Holland. Negotiations with Australia 
and Pakistan are also under way. The export of Austria’s 
lace manufacturing and embroidery machines is prohibited. 
American firms have shown interest in having American yard 
goods embroidered in Austria and re-exported to this country, 
but negotiations have not yet been concluded. 

More and more SEMI-FINISHED ALUMINUM products are 
coming off the production line of Austria’s largest aluminum 
manufacturers who recently installed a new strip-rolling mill. 
While exports of raw aluminum were possible in the past, it 
is expected that the new strip-rolling mill will enable the 
factory to increase considerably the availability of Austrian 
semi-finished aluminum goods. The export of ingot aluminum, 
on the other hand,is not being encouraged. The foreign cur- 
rency obtained from the sale of Austrian semi-finished alu- 
minum goods is being partly used for the import into Austria 
of bauxite and other materials necessary for the aluminum 
industry. 

One of the leading CHEMICAL plants of Austria has 
developed a new process for the manufacturing of perchloro- 
ethylene and carbon tetrachloride, for which patents were 
obtained in Austria and abroad. A further new product now 
being manufactured by the same firm is pure trichloroethy- 
lene, an anesthetic which is being marketed under the trade 
name of ‘‘Trisan.’’ 

Repeated export orders are being received by one of 
Austria’s foremost manufacturers of SUN-GLASSES and 
semi-ground OPTICAL LENSES. The most remarkable suc- 
cess achieved is the sale of Austrian optical lenses to 





July 2, 1951 


Austrian Information 


Page 11 





Western Germany and Great Britain in spite of domestic 
competitive enterprises existing in those countries. One 
of the advantages of the Austrian semi-ground optical lenses 
is that pre-grinding is being done up to one quarter dioptry, 
thus eliminating much of the usually lengthy finishing pro- 
cess. Austrian sun glasses are now available in such distant 
countries as India, Australia, Egypt and Argentina. 

In March STYRIA’S INDUSTRY produced more than 160 
per cent of its 1937 output, it was announced by the Styrian 
Chamber of Commerce in Graz. Among the items produced in 
Styria during that month were 268,000 tons of coal, 175,000 
tons of iron ore, 32,000 tons of raw magnesite, 33,000 tons 
of pig iron, 57,000 tons of steel, almost 43,000 tons of steel- 
mill products, as well as 4,800 tons of wire products and a 
considerable quantity of tools, including scythes and sickles. 
Also produced were almost 2,100 motor cycles, 13,000 bi- 
cycles, nearly 74,000 pairs of shoes, almost 20,000 tons of 
cement, and considerable amounts of wood pulp, cellulose, 
paper and paper board. 


MEDICINAL HERBS FROM AUSTRIA, An Austrian mrm is 
interested in contacting American wholesalers dealing in 
medicinal herbs. The firm is in the process of expanding 
the acreage assigned to the planting of medicinal herbs in 
Austria, and would welcome suggestions from American 
firms as to what herbs are most in demand. 


MARIONETTES AVAILABLE. Traditional and modern 
Marionettes are again being produced by Austrian artisans. 
An offer received at the Office of the Austrian Trade Dele- 
gate in New York included such well remembered figures as 
Punch and Judy, the King, the Prince, the Princess as well 
as the Old Witch, the Magician, the Policeman, etc. The 
marionettes, the heads of which are made of papier-maché 
and durably painted and lacquered, are approximately 15 
inches high, and their clothes are fashioned of staple fiber, 
cotton and rayon. The manufacturing firm has provided a 
small number of photos of existing marionettes, but em- 
phasized that additional types can be produced upon demand. 
The manufacturing capacity is approximately 500 per month. 
Prices are low. In addition, marionettes of about 11 inches 
in height are being offered at still lower cost; the production 
capacity of this item is approximately 2000 per month. 


AUSTRIA WITHDRAWS TWENTY-SCHILLING BILLS. 
Austrian twenty-schilling bills dated February 2, 1946, 
were withdrawn from circulation as of June 30, 1951, the 
Austrian National Bank announced recently. While these 
twenty-schilling bills cannot be used for payment after that 
date, they may be exchanged in Austria at the National 
Bank until June 30, 1954. Austrian twenty-schilling notes 
held outside of Austria cannot be exchanged without full 
explanations being given concerning the legality of exporting 
these bills from Austria. 


BLACK MOVIE PROJECTION SCREENS. The use of 
black motion picture projection screens, instead of the 


usual white ones, has been promoted in Vienna by Dr. Ing. 
Manfred Reiffenstein of Vienna, and Dr. Ing. Walter Hesse 

of Graz. The new movie screen is based on the proven 
principle that a good projection screen should disperse the 
light coming from the projectinn machine, but not the so- 
called ‘‘false’’ light, i.e. the dispersed light coming from 
the projection hall. The inventors point out that the one and 
only reason why movie theaters are darkened before the pro- 
jection of a film can begin is that no means had heretofore 
been found to deal with the problem of ‘‘false’’ light, which 
tended to affect the brightness of the image projected. To 
eliminate this drawback, the Austrian inventors hit upon the 
idea that a screen be used which did not reflect any light, 
except the one from the projection machine, while, on the 
other hand, continuing to reflect this projected light in such 
a desirable way as to make the picture clearly visible from 
all parts of the audience. In other words, a screen that 
would absorb all of the diffused light from the audience, 
and thus remain dark while the projection machine was not in 
action. After lengthy attempts, the inventors have now an- 
nounced that they have succeeded in developing such a 
screen, namely, a black screen reflecting a bright picture 
from any normal projection machine, even though the hall 
remained lit. Inquiries as to the availability of this new 
screen, or licenses for its manufacture in the United States, 
should be directed to the Editor, Die Presse, Universitaets- 
strasse, 5, Vienna I, Austria, with reference to the item of 
May 26, concerning Drs. Reiffenstein and Hesse. 
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AUSTRIAN GLASS FOR MEXICAN PRESIDENT. Crowning 
the efforts of the Bad Ischl Luxury-Glass Works in Roith 
(Upper Austria) to compete in the world market, an order 
was recently received from the President of Mexico for a 
complete set of finest Ischl luxury glassware. 

Other exports of Ischl glass recently went to Egypt and 
Italy, and the United States market is also beginning to show 
interest in these Austrian art products. 


AUSTRIAN TIMBER INSTITUTE. A timber research insti- 
tute was recently established in Vienna in order to improve 
the productivity of the Austrian wood-working industry. The 
Austrian Timber Institute will not only furnish the wood in- 
dustry with advice on new technical possibilities, but will 


- also institute a long-term research program aiming at the 


development of new processes and products. 


AUSTRIANS INCREASE TOBACCO CONSUMPTION. 
In March, April and May Austria’s consumption of cigarettes 
reflected a considerable increase over the previous months. 
Thus cigarette sales expanded from 445.6 million in 
February to 509.5 million in March and 510 million in April. 
In May Austrian consumers bought 560 million cigarettes. 
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AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE FOR CANADA. In view of 
the increasing importance of world trade with Canada, the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna decided 
to establish a Trade Delegate’s office in Montreal, Canada. 
Appointed to the post of Austrian Trade Delegate in Canada 
was Mr. Richard Hueber. Austrian exports to Canada in the 
past included costume jewelry, glassware, ceramics, textiles, 
knitted goods, iron goods and hunting rifles. In addition, 
Austria’s Vorarlberg embroidery industry last year sold to 
Canada embroidered Austrian goods valued at more than 5.8 
million Austrian Schillings. The office of the Austrian Trade 
Delegate in Canada is expected to be ready for business 
early in July. 


TRADE LEADS. An Austrian Firm: 


1031 — offers cases for electrical clocks 

1033 — offers famous Austrian-made lead toy soldiers 

1034 — offers Austrian honey 

1037 — wishes to contact American firms interested in the 
forthcoming new Austrian chemical catalogue 

1046 — offers to the Christmas trade old-fashioned jumping 
jacks 

1028 — offers genuine gold-plated costume jewelry in quanti- 
ties 

1039 — offers a wide variety of buttons 

1045 — offers decorative flower pots with a special built-in 
watering device 


1047 — offers bicycle motors usable on all bicycles 
1048 — offers costume jewelry, exquisite new designs 
1030 — offers famous Austrian Loden rain-and sports-coats 
for men, women and children 
1029 — offers children’s dresses, Vienna fashions 
1032 — offers famous Austrian Meerschaum pipes in large 
quantities - 
1036 — offers hand-carved chessmen in a variety of styles to 
wholesalers only 
1035 — offers mushrooms in cans and dried 
1041 -- offers wooden kitchen utensils made of maple 
1040 — offers small religious figurines under glass covers 
1043 — offers tool machinery 
1042 — offers strings for musical instruments 
1044 — offers tools, including drilling machines, vises, lathes, 
etc. 
1049 — offers aluminum foil through agent in Chicago, Il. 
5002 — wishes to contact American exporters of ergot of rye 
5001 — seeks representation of American bitumen manufac- 
turers 
5003 — urgently seeks 10 — 30 tons of hydrosulfite, conc. powd. 
While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 
will be communicated upon request by 
THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE, 25 BROAD STREET, 
NEW YORK 4,N. Y., TELEPHONR: BOWLING GREEN 9-9956 
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